INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY 12th August 2004
THEME: “YOUTH IN AN INTERGENERATIONAL SOCIETY”
INTRODUCTION:

Kenyans in the age bracket of 30 years and below constitute about 75% of the country's population, forming the largest source of human resource. However, they have remained on the periphery of the country's affairs and their status has not been accorded due recognition. They have been excluded from designing, planning and implementing programmes and policies that affect them.

Many of the youth who are productive and energetic remain unemployed, continue to suffer from poor health, and lack sufficient support. Some of them have special needs that require attention. These include those living on the streets, those living with HIV/AIDS, the girls and those with disabilities.  

The responsibility of ensuring that the aspirations and hopes of the youth are met cannot be left in the hands of a single stakeholder. Everyone in the community, both young and old, must play their role.

The problem of unemployment has since then continued to occupy the minds of policy planners in both the Government and the private sector. The third National Development Plan of 1974-78, while acknowledging the efforts made to address unemployment among the youth, warned that the problem would in future loom large.

Efforts to initiate youth development programmes have been made in other subsequent policy documents, such as Sessional Paper No. 2 of 1992 on Small Scale and Jua Kali Enterprises, the 1997-2001 Development Plan and the National Poverty Eradication Plan 1999-2015, among others.

But, despite these efforts, as well as an increase in the number of agencies dealing with the youth, problems affecting young people have continued to worsen. This situation has been attributed to the lack of a comprehensive policy to provide a blueprint for youth.

Youth organisations have come up with innovative programmes to address the youth’s economic needs, health interventions, especially those aimed at reproductive health and alleviating the spread of HIV/AIDS among the youth, environmental programmes, character building programmes, literacy, vocational training, sports and recreational as well as social-cultural programmes.  However, the following constraints have hampered their effectiveness in achieving their objectives:

i. Pressure from the high population growth.  The high population growth, standing at 2.4%  (1999), puts pressure on available resources as the number of young people keeps on rising at a high rate. The fact that economic growth is much lower than the population growth rate makes the situation worse.

ii. Lack of appropriate skills. The 8-4-4 education system and tertiary training institutions continue to churn out thousands of graduates, who are neither properly equipped for entry into the labour market nor possess the necessary life skills.

iii. Unclear and uncoordinated youth policies and programmes. While a number of Government Ministries and youth organisations have their own programmes and sectoral youth policies, lack of a national definition of youth and effective co-ordination mechanisms hamper their effectiveness.

iv. Resource Constraints. Most of the youth programmes, run by both the Government and non-governmental agencies lack adequate funds and equipment, which limits their success.

v. Low status given to youth. Existing structures and prevailing attitudes do not provide an enabling environment for youth participation in decision-making, planning and implementation processes.

Justification:

Young people can be active and useful participants in development, potential transmitters of positive values and possessors of great potential and skills. They can be societies most precious resource for development. Youth symbolize the future: what they think today, what they become tomorrow and what they plan for the coming days, decide and shape the community in the future. Yet we are all familiar with the fact that most young people plunge blindly and pathologically into playboy activities and live only for the pleasure of the moment.

PROPOSED ACTIVITIES

Street carnival:

Arts and Culture Art expresses the beliefs, values, appreciation, beauty of people’s lives and an expression of people’s culture. Art is found in a community’s dressing, styles and ordinary everyday housing items. Art and culture go hand in hand and cannot be de-linked from each other. People’s literature, graphic expression and other media reflect their culture. Culture on the other hand is a definition of people, their lives, values, aspirations and beliefs. Culture reflects the livelihood of a person. It is by a culture that one can judge a community, the joys the pains, hopes, beliefs and values of a community. Culture does not exist in a vacuum. It has to spread among a people and it has to have acceptable standards. Culture is dynamic. The Youths in Kenya find themselves at cross roads between the western culture and the remnants of traditional culture that has been watered down. 

This activity aims to promote urban youth and the culture among young people living in urban centres. It is of utmost importance that we first realise the need to include “urban youth” in positive youth development efforts and initiatives. Far too often, “urban youth” are defined by terms associated with criminality, riots and juvenile delinquency, thereby establishing far more often than not a self-fulfilling prophecy where these young people are concerned.

Today, young people are connected to each other in ways never seen before. Today’s youth are not solely dependent on their parents or traditional means for their knowledge and opinions. More and more frequently they are independent and as adults many of us do a very poor job of understanding them or even trying to. It is my sincere hope that researchers, policy-makers, parents, law enforcement agencies, teachers and others will begin to better understand the new challenges regarding our children and young people.

Best practice competition awards presentation:

This activity aims to promote the innovative and creative skills among young people in the country. This activity is facilitated and conducted by the Department of social services in the ministry of gender sports culture and social services together with the GTZ prosyr. 

The best award basically entails the following:

Write ups which are based on different youth initiatives in the country are submitted to GTZ Prosyr or to the Department of social services then a panel of experts drawn from all sectors will select the best based on a ranking criteria. They must clearly structure and contain the following:

· Year started

· Description of the entire enterprise/activity

· Source of startup capital

· Location of the initiative

· Target market

· No. of youths involved

· Number of youths involved

· Number of livelihoods involved

· Challenges experienced and means to overcome them

· The sustainability of the activity

The write-ups ought not to exceed more than 500 words. Awards to be given are:

1. Winner


-
40,000.00

2. First runners up

-
30,000.00

3. Second runners up
-
20,000.00

4. Third runners up

-
10,000.00

MARKET STALLS:

The market stalls basically will entitle the showcasing (exhibition) by different youth organisations. Generally they will display part of their work in the following categories (as per the national youth policy):

· Youth and health

· Youth and Environment

· Youth Sports and recreation

· Youth Art and Culture

· Youth and Information

· Youth and employment (Employment creation – Innovative/creative)

· Youth and empowerment

· Youth Education and Training

Majority of the youth organisations mend to exhibit are the same organisations that will be participating in the best practice competition that is being organized by Department of social services in the ministry of gender sports culture and social services together with the GTZ prosyr. 

LAUNCHING OF THE INTERIM JUNIOR COUNCIL OF NAIROBI

The primary objective was to assess the youth situation in Nairobi to inform the preparation of a strategy towards Local Youth Consultative Council in Nairobi, and the development of a consultative process between local youth organisations and City Council of Nairobi.

The activities are:

i. To determine the perceptions of youth on their role in local governance through the collection and analysis of information on youth practices and youth institutions.

ii. To evaluate the research findings and the actions and capacities of youth organisations in local governance and local development work, as well as other local actors in youth development work including the municipal council, the local police, NGOs/CBOs, research bodies, and the private sector.

iii. To organise a consultative workshop for the presentation of the results of the youth assessment.

iv. To present the results of the assessment and the recommendations to the City Council of Nairobi, Local Youth Institutions and the Government of Kenya and other interested parties in local governance.

v. To strengthen the relationship between the Nairobi youth and the City Council of Nairobi through the immediate engagement of institutional actors concerned in the formation of the local youth council. 

vi. To sensitize and mobilise neighbourhood youth on urban governance through an activity at the ward level. 

vii. To build immediate capacities of existing local youth organisations in the field of information technology and communication as well as on existing youth best practices identified in other cities and towns.
viii.  Formation of ward youth council in Nairobi, to foster development of Youth oriented Social development programmes.
1ST ANNIVERSARY OF ONE-STOP YOUTH CENTER

This activity is geared towards reviewing the progress made by the center and also mayor’s high-level panel on youth employment in the city and it’s achievements in the last one-year and proposed way forward. The activity will also usher the launching of one-stop action plan, which is meant to enhance productivity and popularization of the center. 

The proposed activities are expected to attract a huge number of youths within the city and it’s suburbs.

PROPOSED VENUE

The proposed venue for this event is outside one-stop youth center for the outdoor activities, inside One-stop youth center – the exhibitions and the proposed routes for the street carnival are from Uhuru Park through Kenyatta Avenue to Moi avenue, connect to Haile sellasie Avenue ending at One-stop youth center. 

PROPOSED PARTNERS

International Youth Development Network

Kenya National Council Youth For Habitat

The Department Of Social Services – Ministry of Sports Gender Culture and social; services

The GTZ Prosyr

The UN Habitat Partners and Youth section

UNICEF

City Council Of Nairobi

One Stop Youth Center 

Kenya Police

UNDP

Help Age International 

Draft Programme
8:00 am-8: 30am



Assembly Point-City Hall/KICC

8: 30am-10:00am



Flag Off Procession

10: 00am -10:30am 



Arrival One-stop Youth Centre

10:30am –11:00am



Guest Seated

11:00am –11:15am 



Entertainment

11:15am –12:00pm 



Speeches

12:00pm - 12:15pm



Entertainment

12:15pm -12:45pm



Best Practice Award

12:45pm -1:00pm  



Entertainments

1:00pm –2:00pm 



Refreshments and Snacks

5:30pm 

Cocktail For Invited Guests only

                 First Anniversary of One-Stop Youth Center and 




Launch of junior council of Nairobi 

PROPOSED GUEST TO BE INVITED FOR THE EVENT 

Hon. Moody Awori – VP and Minister Of Home Affairs

Executive Director  -UN HABITAT, Anna Tibaijuka

Country Director  -UNDP, Andre de la Porte 

Country Representative  -UNICEF, Heimo Lakkonen

His worship, the mayor Cllr, Dickson Wathika 

Hon. Musikari Kombo, Minister Local Government

Hon. Ochilo Ayacko, Minister Gender, sports and Social Service

Hon. Najib Balala
-
Minister of National Heritage

Hon. Newton Kulundu – 
Minister Of Labour


The Team Leader GTZ Prosyr
-
Mr David Mshila

The Deputy Mayor

The Director of Social Services CCN

ITDG

Commissioner Of Social Services

Paul Taylor – Chief Urban Development Branch 

Anantha Krishnan – Chief Partners and Youth Section UN HABITAT

Laura Petrella –Ag. Co-ordinator Safer Cities department UN HABITAT

Ambassadors and High Commissioner of various countries 

PROPOSED DETAILED BUDGET (KShs.)

Total number participants expected:
200 Guests

	Type of Cost
	Units
	Quantity
	Unit Cost
	Total Cost (KShs)

	1. Snacks

2. (Juice/soda & sandwich)

Drinking water

Banners

Hoisting of Banners

Posters

Flyers

T shirts

Mobilisation of Youths

Entertainers incentives

Giant puppets

Matching Band

5.
     

        Communication & Logistics 

7.


      Public address system

Tents

Chairs

Ambulance fee

Traffic police

Cocktail (1st anniversary One-stop Youth Canter) &

Launch of interim junior council of Nairobi by City Council of Nairobi and KNCYFH
	Persons 

Bottles (1/2 Ltr)

Pcs

Pcs

Pcs

Pcs 

Pcs

Persons

Persons 

Pcs

Days 

Pcs

Pcs

Pcs

Persons

Persons
	200 pax

200

2

2

500 

1000

500

8

4 groups

4

1

25 days

1

4

400

1

4

100
	150.00

 50.00

15,000

10,000.00

300.00

100.00

500.00

1,000.00

15,000.00

8,000.00

15,000.00

1,000.00

30,000.00

2,000.00

20.00

10,000.00

5,000.00

1,000.00
	30,000.00

10,000.00

30,000.00

20,000.00

15,000.00

10,000.00

25,000.00

8,000.00

60,000.00

32,000.00

15,000.00

1,000.00

30,000.00

8,000.00

8,000.00       

10,000.00

20,000.00

100,000.00

	Total  
	450,000.00
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